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to my land and my family shall I go.” 3! He said, “Please do not forsake us, inasmuchasyou ——_ — _ ___ — — ————— " ey =
know our encampments in the Wilderness, and you have been as eyes for us. 2 And it shall be Additionally, it is our minhag to recite the first passuk of this
that if you come with us, then with the goodness with which HASHEM will benefit us, we will do passage-="..7Wn MR PN Yo w“—when we open the Aron
good to you.” Kodesh, to take out a sefer Torah to read from it. Similarly, we
33 They journeyed from the Mountain of HASHEM a three-day distance, and the Ark of the recite the second passuk of this passage--..1ax» nnunv‘—when
covenant of HASHEM journeyed before them a three-day distance to search out for them a tqe sefer Torah is returned to the Aron Kodesh. The simple
resting place. 34 The cloud of HASHEM was over them by day when they journeyed from the  explanation for this minhag is that taking out a sefer Torah from,

Sunp. its resting place is akin to the journeying of the Aron with the
--}35 When the Ark would journey, Moses said, “Arise, HASHEM, and let Your foes be scattered, . 1uchot inside from its resting place in the Mishkan. Likewise,
let those who hate You flee from before You.” 36 And when it rested, he would say, “Reside = —

tranquilly, O, HASHEM, among the myriad thousands of Israel.”

1'-rhe people took to seeking complaints; it was evil in the ears of HASHEM, and HASHEM heard
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35. 7% o33 7 — When the Ark would travel. This passage is bracketed by L y i . 1 . ol 0
special markers, an inverted letter nun at the beginning and another at the end. AW MR AN PR PRIV 0 PN
In the Midrash, Rebbi explains that this demarcates the segment as a separate (P naw) 'maa ROR bR *pYR nmiaan n
! b:ok of the Bible. That mal(bes tllze portioi'lxsof1 Numbe;lrs };:recelii)ng and follc)\;’ving TUATY LMY 103 W1 2WN 90 W wnBT
this segment into separate books as well. Thus, with three books in Numbers, " , % oY
. the Torah may be said to consist of a total of seven books. Indeed, as R’ Shmuel B0 07 YR Dp0D ' 0780 nz:w‘;' L :’I.Tl?.‘!
ben Nachmani explains in the name of R’ Yonasan, the seven books of the T2 ’f”"’? 0 190N Mynwn il 2781 A8y "152
Torah correspond to the seven pillars of wisdom referred to by King Solomon: AR 533 AMNR AW AR DUn aRTm (
Wi'sdom has built her house, she has hewn out seven pillars (Proverbs 9:1). /_pmzm vmRa oMna wmn bo: n o "o )
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) TI‘he_ Lawgiving at Sinai had been completed. Had the people already

()

attained the lofty level required for the fulfillment of the Torah, their
subsequent hisfory would have been completely different and less com-

plicated. From God’s mountain they would have travelled immediately »
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_;,(to God’s land, to fulfill the Torah in the Land. The Sanctuary of the
Torah and the people of the Torah would have reached their zenith in
the Land, casting light far out to all the nations. Now this is but a visien
fag the end of days. Like Israel’s history, the history of mankind would
have taken a different course.
~ But the people had not yet reached the lofty heights of their calling.

The verses that follow take us into the midst of the camp and introduce
a series of aberrations. Ultimately it will become clear that this entire
generation was unworthy of entering the land of the Torah, that the
possession of the Land over the succeeding centuries was only part of
the educational period of Israel’s history (see Tehillim 106:27 [and Com-
“mentary below, 14:23]), and that even this period of Israel’s education
to its calling could begin only after the generation [that left Egypt] died

out and a new generation grew up in its stead. ,
Consequently, the preceding verse 34 constitutes a parting of the

ways, a true turning point in Jewish history. What is more, verse 34 is .

considered the end of a book, the following chapter 11 is considered_

the beginning of a new book, and the verses in between (vv. 35-36) are
regarded as an important book unto itself: ey *ba X1 2wn 9o, That
is why these two verses are framed by nun nbynbn o, Thus, not
just five books were given to Moshe; Jather, the number of the books
of the Torah is really seven (Shabbos 115b and 116a).

Let us try to get at the meaning of these pivotal verses.

0\ It says: a1 P R TR IR Yo12 and A 7AW WRe om. When the
Ark set out, Moshe called upon it to set out; and when the Ark came
to rest, he called upon it to come to rest. Now, we know that the Ark
neither set out nor came to rest at Moshe’s behest. Yet Moshe called
upon it to set out and to come to rest, as though what had already been
done had yet to be done. Here we have an expression of man’s total

¢ identification with the Will of God. One who reaches this level accepts~

) ‘) God’s Will as though it were his own. This is "X*%w3 737’s principle: mwy
0213 w8 (Avos 2:4). Similarly, it says in the Sifre (here): mwp mwm ax=
222wa 17ynw nxNn 172YY TR Tonb bwn 131 W 1 %D YY IR IR 301,/
2% 7wy % 791 "xw. Here, too, the implication is that Moshe’s will
was In perfect harmony with the Will of God. l
But this exalted quality of selfless acquiescence in, and self-
identification with, the Will of God is the very antithesis of the Tow

state of mind in which Moshe’s generation was still mired. as will be.
.shown by the events about to be related. Moshe reached the pinnacle
of total identification with the Will of God, but only in the end of days

will_this be a national characteristic of the entire Jewish people. The
attainment of this quality. js a prerequisite for the fulfillment of the

vision of the end of days, to which Israel and its Torah are paving the

way, whereas the lack of this quality led to a turning point in Israels
- history. For this reason, the verses containing this statement by Moshe

are an_intermediate point and divider between two books of Jewish

history.

}%It was regarding i, the Ark of the Torah, that Moshe made his
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mthe Torah’s>den7ax;ds for self-control and moral sanctification
Ls;an'd in sharp opposition to the allurements of vulgar sensuality. Hence, _

the individuals in the ignoble masses of all classes are not only the
orah’s o'x1w but its o*Xawn; the Torah is not only hated by them, it is
persecuted by them. (X3 in the pi’el is indicative of hateful propaganda,
which arouses hatred of the hated object.)
'(\{Ievertheless, Moshe knew that ultimately the Torah would prevail.
Because the Torah’s journeys are God’s expeditions in society and in
people’s hearts, and because the Torah’s enemies and haters are enemies
:and haters of God’s kingdom on earth — that is precisely why Moshe
made his statement. When the Ark of the Torah set out, he was confident
that the Torah would complete its course on earth, and that when the
Torah would intervene in the world, the coalition of enemies would

disperse, and the hateful persecutors would take flight in panic. As it
says in the Sifre: 0BT 9% PRIVA 10U DPOMAMN Wox TN WD 1 p
"191 Bvn’ ;%> MK PRY o°0d on Pion. (The contrast between p*ons» and
@b derives from the contrast between 135" and oM.)

iM3% And when the Ark of the Torah came to its resting place,

Moshe saw in his mind’s eye not iny but iiny. He envisioned that the day
will come when the Torah will not stand in_manly opposition (1,

statement; when the Ark would journey forth and when it would come
to rest, Moshe would call to God Himself to arise or to return. Thus,
the Torah’s journeys were in his sight God’s expeditions o earth. Where
the Torah finds no home, there is no home for God’s Presence; and
where there is a dwelling place for the Torah, there is a dwelling bl e
for God’s Presence.

Moshe knew that o"% and oxwn would be waiting for the Torah
immediately upon its entry into the world. Its demands for justice and
love stand in sharp opposition to the dictates of Torce and selfishness,
whose curse is felt so keenly by the weak and needy. The people in
power band together in order to ensure one another of the enforcement
of their dictates. These are the Torah’s enemies, 0°3*X, who tacitly con-
spire to form an all-encompassing barrier to the Torah, which seeks to
dwell on earth.

masculine) to human society; rather, with all its power, which will re-
main undiminished, the Torah will be noTRy (om, feminine; see Sifre
on Devarim 33:4), the “betrothed” of individual man and of mankind
in general, and all men will become bearers of the Torah in all their
endeavors, both individual and general. Then the day will come when
the thousands of Israel will become myriads [see below]; and of that
day, one of the last prophets, Moshe’s successors, says: ‘198 0°21 b%ia nbn

N3 *nw) oy °7 w7 wng 0wy (Zecharyah 2:15). Thus, when the Ark_
gently came to rest, Moshe said: “Return, O God, to the myriads-of the

thousands of Israel”

< If our approach is not mistaken, these two verses capsulize the his-

tory of Israel and mankind, a history that began with Moshe’s Divine _
mission. It is therefore fitting that these two verses form “an important
book unto itself” :
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first passuk of this passage: T 1smv'n TR I AR IR YIS v
f “Tinn PRIOR teR—contains precisely twelve words, paralleling the

DUMRTIXW LDIPAT L 2WIPAT L UTITIN NV MY hvwa - ryoia NN

final passuk of the Torah: mem muy 1w S11am Rwan SsS1 Pt T sy

WINPT 31w Ywonenb R PPt LaYITan Moo DR o

" “SRawr Y3 wwh: whereas the second passuk of this passage: nmmar
‘O mbR miEsn ' onaw TmN—contains precisely seven words,

IR

mboiann bW nvnp YW mIo0 MDY IRW L,V nywa - 7Rniay

paralleling the first passuk of the Torah: smawm nx 25K x93 mwNRS”

DR 2w 7YX YR Maas i nawr - ﬂpyﬁ DWIT NR IR /A2 DWnRohm

“pannnn. This teaches us that the two pesukim of the passage m”
-“prea3 are viewed as an independent sefer Torah.
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): ? 1 would like to propose a sound reason for HKB”H choosing to
establish the passage of “y1oa3 'n"” as the fifth of the seven books
of Torah she'b’chsav. In the compilation Kedushas Shabbas (7),
" Rabbi Tzaddok HaKohen, zy”a, writes that the seven books of
Torah she’b’chsav, alluded to by the passuk: “She has hewn out
seven pillars"—correspond to the seven midot: nxan, a3, 1on
:1\1:‘:;: e, mn s, Accordingly, the fifth book--“y1e23 snm*—aligns
S with the midah of “hod"—splendor.

Let us elaborate. The divine poet laments (Eichah 1, 13): a2

“it peit 95 manw--He has made me desolate, wretched all day

long. According to the Arizal, this passuk alludes to the fact that the

?j,eis HaMikdash was destroyed in proximity to the fifth millennium, 3

hich corresponds to the fifth midah of “hod.” This thenistheallusion

inherent in the passuk: “m1 geiys”, The term 1“1 is an anagram for

~ 7“; thus, alluding to the fact that the glory and splendor of the Beis
HaMikdash—its “hod"—had turned into wretchedness.

Let us add a provocative idea of our own to his sacred insight.

SRR AN Y I, B T A, 1R M  naRan, mies A Tanna
taughtthefollowing Baraisain the name of Rabbi Akiva: “Yours
Hashem is the ‘gedulah™ is a reference to Krias Yam Suf; “and
the ‘gevurah™ is a reference to Makkas Bechoros; “and the
‘tiferes” is a reference to Matan Torah; “and the ‘netzach” isa
G;eference to Yerushalayim; “and the ‘hod'” is areference to the)
eis HaMikdash. Thus, it states explicitly that the Beis HaMikdash
is the “hod” of HKB"H. This coincides very nicely with the Arizal’s
assertion that the fifth millennium corresponds to the midah of
“hod"—when with the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, its 1=
-splendor and glory -- was transformed into n“s1 -wretchedness.
Hence, it is for this reason that HKB"H fixed the sefer of “yyoaz sy
as the fifth book of the Torah, corresponding to the midah of "hod.”
@ams explained, this sefer alludes to the period of Galus, when the
Mishkan no longer stands.

The Forty-two Journeys in the Midbar
1% Correspond to All the Journeys in Exile

Let us provide further substantiation for this notion. The
Megaleh Amukos (Matos-Masei) writes that the forty-two
journeys listed in parshas Masei, which Yisrael travelled after
leaving Mitzrayim, allude to all the exiles that Yisrael would
endure from the time of the exodus until the coming of the
Mashiach. Therefore, HKB"H_alluded to the four exiles in the
opening passuk of parshas Masei (Bémidbar 33, 1): =3 yon abR"
“YRIRY IR TS BAIRENY BRGNS WK YRawe-- these are the
Jjourneys of Bnei Yisrael, who left the land of Mitzrayim with
their legions, led by Moshe and Aharon. The first letters of

4; the words Y8aw" "r's "y ii¥'s form an acronym for: a'a »1 g1
- y—the four major exiles.

In the Megaleh Amukos on Vaeschanan (240), he adds that
this is the reason the cantillations on the four words *yen nox"
“ORaw w3 are “pi3n rmam waa RS In other words, “wm3 RYINR”
indicates that Bnei Yisrael are driven out of one country after
another in exile; while “y»31 maw” indicates that they will endure
these wanderings during the four exiles alluded to in this passuk.
Thus, the forty-two journeys travelled by the generation of the
mjdbar allude to all of Yisrael's exiles.

[ 18

Let us explain. Throughout the forty-two journeys travelled

in the midbar, the Mishkan did not stand on its foundation. This
" clearly alludes to the period of Galus, when we are deprived of
the Beis HaMikdash. Yet, the, Aron containing the two Iuchos, /

encompassing all-of the Torah, always travelled with them. This

L

i P— _ —

“1an H:‘:n Y AMK RO MYYE apny ' PR, Ypen e ane—from
s{the day that the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, HKB"H only
has four cubits of halachah in His world.

VTheil_’;pose of Galus Is to Reveal the Light of
Torah that Is Dispersed throughout the World

Following this exalted line of reasoning, we will proceed to
explain how these two pesukim of “pyoa3 s, containing eighty-
five letters, constitute a complete volume within the seven books
of Torah she'b’chsav. We will begin by introducing a precious

3'( teaching from Rabbi Baruch of Mezhibuzh, zy”a in the sefer Butzina
D’'Nehora (Shoftim) focusing on the passuk (Devarim 17, 8): xbar+5"
AP, TS SEv e A Paa a1 T 1T 103 B BT 1l vhenl aaT an
“13 RN ' aney awN mpen R vy If a matter of judgment will be
hidden from you, between blood and blood, between verdict
and verdict, or between affliction and affliction, matters of
dispute in your cities—you shall rise and ascend to the place
that Hashem, your G-d, shall choose.

He applies the well-known concept that HKB"H used the
Torah to create the world. The Zohar hakadosh expresses this
fact as follows (Terumah 161b): X131 RN IR YONUR KT P RUTE"
“xnby-- HKB"H looked in the Torah and created the world.
This idea also appears in the Midrash in association with the
passuk (Bereishis 1, 1): ..1“spi Y@ 1mamix 55 202 2K AN inn”
“gipn AR K731 AIN3 wan aapn mn-- the Torah says: “I was
HKB"H's artisan’s vessel (instrument)” ... HKB"H would look
in the Torah and create the world.

Based on this concept, Rabbi Baruch says that since HKB"H
created the world with the holy Torabh, it has divisions just like
the Torah. Just as the Torah is divided up into longer passages

-5 and shorter passages; so, too, the world that was created with the

Torah is divided up into countries of varying sizes. Furthermore,

< every place on earth is sustained by some portion of the Torah
that is related specifically to that place.

2 o~ Inthismanner;he explains the following familiar phenomenon.
Occasionally, a person studies laboriously to comprehend a
certain part of the Torah to no avail until he arrives at a particular
destination, Then, he suddenly understands everything that

was previously difficult and incomprehensible to him, The_

 explanation for this phenomenon is that that portion of the

Torah is specifically associated with that location. Hence, it was

incomprehensible to him until he reached that location. This is

the meaning of the Mishnah (Avos 4, 3): “sipna 19 PR 137 795 PR"—
¢ there is no thing that does not have its place.

We can now interpret the passuk: “If a matter of judgment
will be hidden from you, between blood and blood, between
verdict and verdict, or between affliction and affliction,
matters of dispute in your cities"— suppose some Torah-
related issue is difficult for you to comprehend, and you do not

know which location on earth is associated with that portion
of the Torah; the Torah advises: “You shall rise and ascend
to the place that Hashem, your G-d, shall choose”"—namely,
Yerushalayim, because she encompasses the entire world.
Therefore, she also contains within her all the parts of the Torah
Zberelated to every place on earth. Consequently, in Yerushalayim,
that portion of the Torah that eluded you previously will now be

revealed to you. This is the gist of his sacred insight.

N
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_ The Function of Galus Is to Gather Togethef

%) All the Portions of the Torah

Based on the enlightening words of Rabbi Baruch, zy”a, we
can begin to comprehend the Almighty’s profound intent. As a
consequence of Yisrael's sins, not only did an evil regime destroy
the Beis HaMikdash and reign in Eretz Yisrael; but, in addition,

HKB"H exiled Yisrael from their holy land and scattered them
among the goyim throughout the world. We express this tragic
fact in our Mussaf prayers on the holidays: 1238 12 1vun s3mar
“'ﬁ:'m Yyn upnann—but due to our sins, we were exiled from
our country and distanced from our land.

Now;, let us recall the passuk in parshas Yisro. When Yisrael
stood at Har Sinai ready to receive the Torah, it states (Shemos 19,
5): %5 oy yan moEE o BRI N AN BRTEYIRES WRTN Y B Y
“pazn’yss5—and now, if you listen well to My words and you will
keep My covenant, you will be a treasure to Me from among
all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine. The Ohr HaChaim
hakadosh interprets this passuk based on Chazal's statement
(Pesachim 87b): 1noinmw »15 N5x smain pab bRIW? NN apn Hban KY”

:pr Yet, dueto Yisrael's faifure to fulfill the precepts of the Torah in

Eretz Yisrael, they caused the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash,
and the following lament became a reality (Eichah 1, 6): napaxsn’
“mvayre—all the splendor and glory of Tziyon lefther. In other
words, the principles of the Torah were no longer concentrated
(in Yerushalayim. Therefore, Yisrael had to wander in exile from)

place to place to reveal to retrieve all the portions of the Torah
onnected to the various locations throughout the world.

Definitive proof of this phenomenon is evident from the first
Galus. After the churban, Yisrael were exiled to Bavel, where

= they revealed the Talmud Bavli; to this day, it illuminates for us

the darkness of all the exiles. Chazal (Sanhedrin 24a) express
this fact with the following elucidation of the passuk (Eichah 3,
6): ‘533 Yw rervabn my row s3n TR ,B5 s B owrma--“He
has placed me in darkness like the eternally dead.” Rabbi
Yirmiyah said: This alludes to the Talmud of Bavel.

¢ In other words, HKB"H provided us with the Talmud of Bavel
to illuminate for us the darkness of the Galus, In similar fashion,
Yigrael were exiled from one place to another to reveal the

portions of the Torah that were concealed there. For instance, our

%"nﬂ: grvy-- HKB'H only exiled Yisrael among the nations in sacred Rishonim, who were like malachim—including Rashi and
Rl e (“geirim”) to their numbers. < all of the French Tosafists—revealed incredible portions of the
~— Torah in France. Similarly, there were the Rishonim and scholars}
of Spain—the Rif, the Rambam, the Ramban, the Rashba and the
Rosh—whose waters of Torah we drink from and thirst for and
whose Torah will illuminate the way for us until the coming of the
righteous redeemer.

_-.-} la Sha'ar HaPesukim (Shemos), the Arizal explains that as a
consequence of the sin of Adam HaRishon, sparks of kedushah
fell into the realm of tumah and were scattered throughout the
world among the nations. Therefore, Yisrael were exiled from '

(one foreign land to another in order to retrieve and elevate those >

fallen sparks back to the realm of kedushah. This is the message : This provides us with a very nice interpl:etation of the
t;eing conveyed by Chazal: “oma ey ey *15"—they are 7 Mishnah (Avos 4, 14): “n1in wpnY nbw w'-- exile yourself t.o
referring to the “nitzotzei kedushah” that were scattered among a place O.f Torah. When a man I.eaves hon.ue t(" study Torah in
S iche nations of the world and are called “e»13". As a result of an(.)ther Cl.ty' he should not complalr.l that he is being compelled t'o
Yisrael's work in Galus, they are being retrieved from the realm go.mto e).clle. Instead, he should believe wholeheartedly that he is
of tumah and reconnected with the realm of kedushah. being exiled to “a place of Torah.” In other words, HKB"H, the
Grand Orchestrator, has arranged for him to reach that particular
location; for, there he will find the portion of the Torah that is
uniquely his and is related to the essence of his neshamah. :

QL% The Ohr HaChaim hakadosh finds this puzzling. After all, we
find explicit pesukim in the Torah and in the Neviim stating that
‘Yisrael were exiled from Eretz Yisrael for no other reason than

(\ their numerous sins. Had it not been for thc.eir sinful ways, they . '1’”; 1n‘7yn: - R,} '7[-,»
would never have been exiled from Eretz Yisrael. In that case, : p \,Jn\'gﬁﬂﬂ
how would they have elevated the “nitzotzei kedushah” that were X ‘ 5a
scattered throughout the world as a consequence of the sin of MR ww e omnt % ma pava panh
Adam HaRishon? He answers that even had they not sinned, Pon oW Bbwn *pbn Yo3 onong

they would have been able to ‘draw all of the holy sparks back to

i Eretz Yisrael by means of Torah-study. For, the Torah is a virtual
magnet attracting the “nitzotzei kedushah” from all around the
world to it. Here are his actual words:

AR IR VAR RON VY 1AW3 DRYma awnp
Q°D¥PY DWW BRI WA oy 19b n'n,m}

DREMIV DIPR2 BX2 YR 3w 7y anpenb
IR 195021 7TIN3 oW DpoWY oW NN ow
M23% YR anbnws v nPvonYt .nniemn oroa
"ooxw .o wa Yaa o monn nieen Yo 1Pn% "1
AR MR Yo 1pnY D0 oM R SR oy
DIPYR D°OWnI MBIRIA AW YR PR BRTRA
PR IROAY INR O”RWH .72 /D prRANIRT W NS
Bh>Y 7y P71 NIRRT M2 YR Sw omsa
NS DY 131 .NIRINIT DW DIREMW NP’
13 KPR DUIRA 12% YR 193 RS Srmnxw nry
mMXIRT M2 Yy AT . amby o
MY A abwrws nrbia Sxawe npRw
DMTRY DIWM YRV M¥DY 773pR 01>

)5 All the Splendor Left thé'_D:ughter of Zion

It should be apparent that this phenomenon applies to the
holy Torah, as well; its power of attraction has diminished due to
our sins. While the Beis HaMikdash stood and HKB"H rested His
Shechinah there, Yerushalayim was a virtual magnet, drawing all
the portions of the Torah to it from all over the world. This isthe

- implication of the passuk: & mby nnpY .. unenY 137 Pan Koy i
- “13 T'PYN ' N2> wK sipen—when halachic issues are unclear to
¥QU, go up to the Beis HaMikdash in the holy city of Yerushalayim;
_ngause she draws all the portions of the Torah to her from all
over the world, in the sense of: #% mm=wmw ws wusn BowIT
“r—7Yerushalayim is a city united.
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24 —
“A new Torah will emanate from Me”

Refers to All of Yisrael’s Chiddushim in Galus

Now, we are familiar with the elucidation in the Midrash (V.R.

13, 3) of the passuk in the Navi (Yeshayah 51, 4): Run R U Y
“NN TINI 1IN WITN REN NN T 190 Rapn s -—“For Torah
will come forth from Me”: HKB"H said: “A new Torah will
come forth from Me"—novel interpretations of the Torah
will come forth from Me. In the Derashos of the Chasam Sofer,
“*Jf he explains that this Midrash is depicting the situation of leatid
la'vo. For, then HKB"H will reveal all the chiddushim—novel
interpretations—of the Torah that Torah-scholars proposed
throughout the generations and intuited the true meaning of the
Torah~Here is what he writes: 5sn aYnYs wrme nmn sms v’
B P10 B3 1YY REN ARG KT NN, TWTR R0 ARTEET ISP TS
“aran 1P IR N1 PIDEE BiS PRY B BMasn At Ys ss—in other
words, those Torah-insights that every scholar proposed

in past generations are called the “new Torah,” That Torah

@ will emerge from Me for all to see; they will hear it from My

mouth For, all the words of those wise scholars are valid
beyond a doubt and beyond question.

We now have cause to rejoice. We have achieved a better
understanding of Chazal's revelation that the passage of Wy
“»eaa is an independent sefer. While it is true that it contains
a_mere eighty-five letters; nevertheless, it alludes to Yisrael's
journey through Galus, existin ting without a Beis HaMikdash,
systained by this small sefer alone. Since the Aron travels with
Yisrael in Galus, Torah scholars are able to propose novel insights
and interpretations of the Torah, Le'atid la’ vo, HKB"H will teach
Yisrael these chiddushim, fulfilling the promise of: {wn main"
“®%n 'nxn—a novel Torah will emerge from Me. ’

38 At this point, we can postulate that le’atid la" vo, HKB"H will
combine this new Torah—comprised of all the chiddushim that
Torah scholars proposed throughout all of the galuyos—with the
sefer “yrxn yreas sy that alludes to the Galus. Recall that the first
passuk--“y1gsa *m“—alludes to the situation of Galus, when we
must survive without a Beis HaMikdash, when we are sustained
by the mere four cubits of halachah of our Torah- study; while the

gl second passuk: “mN» nmav—alludes to the future geulah. Thus,

7~ these two magnificent pesukim, alluding to Galus and geulah,
will expand to become a large sefer that HKB"H will complete
with the revelation of His new Torah, so to speak.

We can now appreciate why we recite these two pesukim when
we remove the sefer Torah from the Aron Kodesh--“svo33 sy--and
when we return the sefer Torah to the Aron Kodesh--“max» sy,
. Wearealluding to the fact that during Galus, when we exist without
" the Bels HaMikdash, we are sustained by the remnants of the

j‘ Torah, the four cubits of halachah that HKB”H retains in His world.

" Inthe merit of this Torah-study, we will merit the future geulah. At

_thattime, HKB"!{wi]l expand the sefer of “yoas *r”; it will become

a large sefer including all of the novel insights and interpretations

of the Torah proposed by Torah-scholars throughout all of the

galuyos—wnth the coming of the righteous redeemer—the “go'el
tzedek”--swiftly, in our times! Amen.
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€ € The entire universe was created for each single individual. Each person 3’(0
is appointed and assigned for a special mission of his own. It is for this

mission that the entire universe supports him and is in need of him.” (Pri

Tzaddik, Parshas Shekalim)

W37 awn YYenn maw v awne Iy
T2 1 T Bw ohavsn b5 Yy wpa oty

Hashem’s tailor-made missions include challenges that are meant to bring - nwya Im L owont 5o 5y 1aannd bove 9
; ggrzi?nEer t:leréts ’(cjo !ilght. Ltif: and suffering are inter;:wined (Vajlilikra thljl;bah P27 N amnebw mban xbnb Savw
:2). Each individual must have a certain amount o yissurim they will have . . ,, s

e 4 2 02102 *hIDw ™na2 nwna
 to suffer over the course of their lifetime. Each challenge is.your opportunity 7% Dp1os 391 0N '

to become one of Hashem’s heroes—those who successfully respond to tests TIRI KOW AR N2 WY *392 210N 90 B

that come their way with complete confidence in Hashem.

99N DR 07RO Hax vymaw nnzn om

=P Al of Hashem’s creations were created knowingly and willingly. At the time QOTP M2 ¥UIB2 AN XMW ,INERM AR 2D

of the creation of the world, Hashem showed us what sort of life we would
iead. The neshamah was informed of every single experience and every single
event that he would encounter in its lifetimes. He was told how many years he

NR NN MM 91 AN TP PR, nnxnan
JMEAM NG N9on

would live as well as when and how he would die. He was shown how much
parnassah he would have, whether he would live comfortably or be needy, = -
whether he would be independent or dependent on others. And every single
person, having seen every nisayon he would endure, was satisfied. He agreed

and gave his full consent (Rabbeinu Bachya, Devarim 22:9).

-~
‘ i i ; ; DT ) 10T e 39
@ Xnowing that we were involved in choosing the challenges Hashem sends our c\\ E—— o
way should be very reassuring. In the World of Truth, where the decision was :
made, it was clear to our soul that this was exactly what we needed. TRINT FRRD PSP Ty eanb Bvw

1Y " “Finpine LIGHT IN THE DARKNESs [ K’M\xﬂ

~ AsImentioned catlier, the Sages make a remarkable statement:
“A person who has had nothing painful happen to him in forty
days has ‘acquited his world.’

~ How is it possible for a human being to go for forty days with-
out either a challenge ot a wake-up call? Why has God put him or
her in this world if not to grow? It cannot be that this person is

completely righteous, for in such a case, while he would perhaps
need no wake-up calls, his challenges would nevertheless inctease.
God constantly pushes the tighteous to grow more, achieve mote,
develop morg — to help lift them to greater levels of Godliness.

—p The only possible scenario for an effortless forty-day petiod is
as follows: A person becomes so distant from God that challenges
will only push him further away and wake-up calls will achieve
nothing, Such a person will be unable to experience God in a fu-
ture existence. But for the few good choices he must have made
during his lifetime, God is able to give him some level of good-
ness in this world. It’s not a punishment to grant him goodness in
this wotld, as opposed to in the next. As one so completely tied to
this wotld, it’s the only place in which he will be able to appreciate
any goodness that is bestowed. Thetefore, such a person will re-
ceive a life of goodness, with no challenges and no setbacks for
the petiod of time his amount of goodness has earned him. He
will be given his “next world” in this one — hence the phrase “ac-
quited his wotld.” Forty days without any trouble whatsoever is a
very clear sign that a person is in such a situation.

s Problems, in Judaism, far from being something bad, are a sign
of spiritual vigor and vibrancy. :

—5 The more a person moves forwatd, the more he or she will be
faced with challenge and difficulty.

‘This may not sound like much of an incentive to gtow spititually,

but that is only if you look at pain as a “bad” thing, As I have said

 before and will say again — pain is not our enemy; distance from>

God is our enemy. Pain is the means through which we can fight the
enemy and win the battle of this world. We can learn not to be frus-
trated and upset by pain, but rather to embrace it as a friend which
is hete to help us fulfill our potential. Then we will have the ability
to deal with the question of “bad” things happening,
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